


LUKE 1:28-34

…the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with 

you; blessed are you among women!”

But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered 

what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 

the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be 

no end.”

Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a 

man?”



#1 – A HARD, UNBELIEVING HEART KILLS YOUR WORD

The first thing that any word from God does is it challenges your 

lenses: 

▪ How you see God

▪ How you see yourself

▪ How you see your life, other people, & the world

A reasonable, logical person is going to say: “That sounds crazy. That 

sounds too good to be true.”



MATTHEW 13:19

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not 

understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches 

away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received 

seed by the wayside. 



When people don’t receive the word by faith – their heart is so 

hard, the enemy just picks it up because it has no place to land.

If you need everything explained first or you need to know the 

“How” before you can move, it’s very likely you never will.

This why we’re cautioned so strongly against hardheartedness.  

You’ll never receive the promises of God simply because He 

needs a heart that can receive them.

#1 – A HARD, UNBELIEVING HEART KILLS YOUR WORD



AN UNBELIEVING HEART IS OVERCOME BY FAITH

There is not an exact measurement of faith needed -  just 

enough to say: 

“I don’t know how this is going to happen.  It’s not being 

explained to me very well, and it’s pretty illogical, but I say Yes to 

it.”



LUKE 1:37

For with God nothing shall be impossible.

LITERAL: 

Every word God speaks carries 

the power to make itself happen.



LUKE 1:38

Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it 

be to me according to your word.”

LUKE 1:45-55

 …all generations will call me blessed.



Mary shows us an important piece of how we steward a word from 

God: 

You must own it!

The word begins to shape your identity.

The word doesn’t come to change the world, or your circumstances, 

the word comes to change YOU first!!!

AN UNBELIEVING HEART IS OVERCOME BY FAITH



LUKE 2:25-33

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 

about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 

his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 

against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”



IT’S NORMAL TO HAVE INSTANT JOY

Joy only requires a soft heart & a little bit of faith…

▪ “I’m going to be a mom/dad…”

▪ “My child is going to come back to me/to the Lord.”

▪ “I’m going to have a business…not just one business – 

BUSINESSES!!!”

▪ “Lots of people are going to be saved through my 

ministry.”

▪ “So many lives are about to be impacted!”

RIGHT AFTER JOY…COMES TESTING.



MATTHEW 13:20-21

he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who 

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he 

has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For 

when tribulation or persecution arises because of the 

word, immediately he stumbles/falls away.



#2 – NO ROOTEDNESS KILLS YOUR WORD

Your word is going to attract problems, attract resistance, not because 

it’s a bad word, but because it’s a good word.  

When I don’t have a root, I start questioning the word, or I start 

questioning the One behind the word – the Lord Himself.

A person with no root

▪ Gets disillusioned

▪ Gets resentful

▪ They’ll follow Jesus in safe, responsible ways.  They do what is 

moral, intellectual, & logical, but they never the impossible.  They 

never see what can only can come through faith & childlike trust.



EPHESIANS 3:16-21
[I pray] that He would grant you, according to the riches of 

His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit 

in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

width and length and depth and height— to know the love 

of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God.

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 

above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 

works in us,



PERFECT LOVE BUILDS A ROOT IN YOU 
Rooting & Grounding is not faithing it up.  It’s not effort.  It’s not a work.

Your rooting and grounding comes by way of love.  So if I have a 

disillusionment issue, it’s actually a love issue.

If you’re disappointed, brokenhearted, disillusioned, it takes a Father 

who can restore your hope & heal your heart.

All roads lead to the Father. Every issue is an issue of perfect love & 

what you believe about God.

GOD CAN BRING A WORD BACK AS FRESH 
AS THE FIRST TIME HE’S SPOKEN IT.



MATTHEW 13:22

Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who 

hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 

deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes 

unfruitful.



#3 – CARES & MONEY KILLS YOUR word
The other kind of thorns is the deceitfulness of riches.

Money is probably one of the biggest deciding factors in a word coming into 

fulfillment.

You don’t have to have a lot of money to be caught in the deceitfulness of 

riches.  

Money is deceitful because it offers peace of mind, peace, & rest.

What I treasure most is what I will protect or guard the most.

IF MONEY IS DETERMINING YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WORD, 
THEN MONEY IS YOUR GOD, NOT GOD HIMSELF.



LUKE 2:48 & 51

“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I 

have been anxiously – in anguish & torment - searching for 

you.”

And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and 

was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all 

these things in her heart.



TRUSTING & TREASURING OVERCOMES THORNS

Like Mary, you have to decide where your treasure is.

You guard the word He’s given you.

You ponder…

▪ You don’t allow it to grow cold, be forgotten, or have it far from your mind.

▪ You connect the dots and see everything through the lens which God has 

already spoken to you.



YOU USE YOUR WORD LIKE A WEAPON

1 TIMOTHY 1:18
This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good 

warfare

Those who believe the word, trust their Father in heaven, enjoy a really good 

fight using the word they received as a weapon.



MATTHEW 13:23

…he who received seed on the good ground is he who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.



ISAIAH 26:3

You keep him in perfect peace (shalom, shalom) whose 

imagination is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.



THE 30/60/100 INCREASE
yetzer (imagination) is what the mind forms, frames, or leans on

When your imagination comes to rest, it stops striving, spinning, or fracturing. 

That rest opens the way for shalom to permeate.

It is complete, settled, anchored peace – a settled trust, which becomes the 

soil where shalom takes root.

THE WORD SETTLES THE MATTER IN THE HEART.

This is actually a very small portion of people who initially heard the word and 

were able to have their hearts conditioned to accept the word, to participate 

with the word, to partner with the word, and to be changed by the word so that 

it could come to this. 



These are the people whose heart has actually become a womb for God.

Their imaginations by this point have been completely overtaken by heaven. 

You can guard, treasure, meditate, and keep what God has spoken and be so 

fixed upon His nature & what He has said that it changes you.

It will literally change you so much that the state of your imagination comes to 

rest so that all you can think about it is Him, and you don’t have room for any 

other thoughts except possibilities.

It is an imagination that is fixed and fascinated by God.

THE 30/60/100 INCREASE



ACTIVATION: QUESTIONS FOR GOD
✓ Where am I rejecting the word you spoke to me?

✓ What word have allowed to fall to the ground that you want me to pick back up?

✓ Where am I disillusioned?  Where do you want to heal my heart to trust again?

✓ Where am I playing it safe & responsible instead of trusting you?

✓ Where is money giving me peace, security, & making decisions You should be 

leading?

✓ Where are you developing me?  What needs to change in 

my character to be able to possess this word?

✓ Who am I becoming right now? 

✓ How are you making me more like Jesus? 

✓ Where am I in the process of this word coming about?

✓ Who do you want to be for me right now that you could not have been in any 

other time? 

✓ What step of trust do you want me to take right now?
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